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INFECTIOUS & COMMUNICABLE DISEASES POLICY

The outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) has been declared a Public Health Emergency of International
Concern (PHEIC) and the virus has now spread to many countries and territories. While a lot is still unknown
about the virus that causes COVID-19, we do know that it is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory
droplets of an infected person (generated through coughing and

sneezing) Individuals can also be infected from touching surfaces contaminated with the virus and touching their
face (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth). While COVID-19 continues to spread it is important that communities take action
to prevent further transmission, reduce the impacts of the outbreak and support control measures.

The protection of learners and educational facilities is particularly important. Precautions are necessary to
prevent the potential spread of COVID-19 in College settings; however, care must also be taken to avoid
stigmatizing learners and staff who may have been exposed to the virus. It is important to remember that
COVID-19 does not differentiate between borders, ethnicities, disability status, age or gender.

Education settings should continue to be welcoming, respectful, inclusive, and supportive environments to all.
Measures taken by the College can prevent the entry and spread of COVID-19 by learners and staff who may
have been exposed to the virus, while minimizing disruption and protecting learners and staff from

discrimination.

PREAMBLE

Christian Brothers’ College, BOKSBURG (C.B.C / College) envisages creating an environment in which all learners are able to
excel. C.B.C Boksburg strives to provide fair and equitable treatment for all learners so as to encourage and support their
learning and development at an optimal level. In addition, it is of vital importance to maintain the health, safety and welfare of all

learners and staff, as well as the community at large.

This policy outlines clear and actionable steps to be taken for safe operations through the prevention, early detection and

control of infectious and/or communicable diseases at the College.

The Head, or his representative (as is assumed in the following) of C.B.C, Boksburg, in accordance with the
guidelines and/or steps communicated by the President of the Republic of South Africa or any relevant Health
Authority, has the authority to implement the steps below to ensure the health and safety of all relevant parties.

RATIONALE

It is the intention of C.B.C, Boksburg to be vigilant in relation to the presence of any infectious disease and to ensure that the

risk of infection to all staff, learners, stakeholders and the College community is kept to a minimum by using the standard

precautions and to ensure that staff, learners, stakeholders, parents/guardians and the College community are aware of these.

In drafting this policy, the College complies with the provisions of:

e  The National Health Act 61 of 2003
e  The Disaster Management Act 61 of 2002
e  The State of Emergency 64 of 1997
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INTRODUCTION:

What is COVID- 19?

COVID-19is a disease caused by a new strain of coronavirus. ‘CO’ stands for corona, VI’ for virus, and ‘D’ for
disease. Formerly, this disease was referred to as ‘2019 novel coronavirus’ or ‘2019 -nCoV.’

The COVID-19 virus is a new virus linked to the same family of viruses as Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) and some types of common cold.

What are the symptoms of COVID-19?

Symptoms can include fever, cough and shortness of breath. In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia or
breathing difficulties. More rarely, the disease can be fatal. These symptoms are similar to the flu (influenza) or the common

cold, which are a lot more common than COVID-19. This is why testing is required to confirm if someone has COVID-19.

How does COVID-19 spread?

The virus is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory droplets of an infected person (generated through
coughing and sneezing). Individuals can also be infected from and touching surfaces contaminated with the
virus and touching their face (e.g., eyes, nose, mouth). The COVID-19 virus may survive on surfaces for several
hours, but simple disinfectants can kill it.

Who is most at risk?

Older people, and people with chronic medical conditions, such as diabetes and heart disease, appear to be
more at risk of developing severe symptoms. As this is a new virus, we are still learning about how it affects
children. We know it is possible for people of any age to be infected with the virus, but so far there are relatively
few cases of COVID-19 reported among children. This is a new virus and we need to learn more about how it
affects children. The virus can be fatal in rare cases, so far mainly among older people with pre-existing medical
conditions.

What is the treatment for COVID-19?

There is no currently available vaccine for COVID-19. However, many of the symptoms can be treated and
getting early care from a healthcare provider can make the disease less dangerous. There are several
clinical trials that are being conducted to evaluate potential therapeutics for COVID-19.

How can the spread of COVID-19 be slowed down or prevented?

As with other respiratory infections like the flu or the common cold, public health measures are critical to
slow the spread of illnesses. Public health measures are gveryday preventive actions that include:

staying home when sick

e covering mouth and nose with flexed elbow or tissue when coughing or sneezing. Dispose of used tissue
immediately;
e washing hands often with soap and water; and

e cleaning frequently touched surfaces and objects.

As we learn more about COVID-19 public health officials may recommend additional actions.
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PURPOSE

Today, learners and young people are global citizens, powerful agents of change and the next generation of
caregivers, scientists, and doctors. Any crisis presents the opportunity to help them learn, cultivate compassion
and increase resilience while building a safer and more caring community. Having information and facts about
COVID- 19 will help diminish learners’ fears and anxieties around the disease and support their ability to cope
with any secondary impacts in their lives. This policy provides key messages and considerations for engaging
College management team, teachers and staff, parents and community members, as well as learners
themselves in promoting a safe and healthy College.

The purpose of this policy is to provide clear and actionable guidance for safe operations through the prevention,
early detection and control of COVID-19 in our College and educational facilities.

1. STANDARD PRECAUTIONS OF INFECTION CONTROL

To fight against any infection, general high standards of cleanliness must be observed at all times, dust kept to a minimum and

areas of use thoroughly cleaned on a regular basis.

Hand hygiene is widely acknowledged to be one of the most important ways of controlling the spreading of

disease. Evidence suggests that many people do not use the most effective
technique when washing hands. Staff are to continuously reiterate the importance of hand hygiene to
learners.

[

° Hand washing facilities are provided for all learners and staff

e Hand basins, running water, liquid soap dispensers and hand drying facilities (of a disposable nature) are provided in
all toilets, kitchens and other food preparation areas.

e  Closed bins for the disposal of any paper towels are provided in all toilets, kitchens and other food preparation areas.

° Hand washing facilities are maintained in a good condition and supplies of paper towels and soap are topped up
regularly to encourage learners to use th

e  Cleaning staff are frequently reminded to check the soap dispensers.

° Hand basins are at an appropriate height for staff and learners of all ages.
2. PREVENTION AND CONTROL

The Headmaster, in accordance with the guidelines and/or steps communicated by the President of the Republic of South

Africa or any relevant Health Authority, has the authority to implement the following at the College when deemed necessary:
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21 CONTROLLED ENTRY INTO THE COLLEGE PREMISES

Entry into the College will be controlled. All staff vehicles will use the back entrance on to the Campus and the entrants will

undergo compulsory body temperature analysis and screening.

Learners will be dropped off at the front gate on Konig Road, parents are to drop off their sons and leave the campus. Learners

will undergo compulsory body temperature analysis and screening.
Only two people will be allowed into the office at any one given time and will be screened and temperature taken.
2.2 USE OF PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT Masks

As deemed necessary by the Head, or at the instruction of the President of the Republic of South Africa or
relevant Health Authority, all learners and staff of C.B.C, Boksburg will be compelled to wear masks at all times
in and out of the class rooms. These masks should be made of cloth as recommended but not surgical masks
or N-95 respirators. Those are critical supplies that must continue to be reserved for healthcare workers and
other medical first responders, as recommended by current health guidance.

These masks should be routinely washed on a daily basis and ironed. In the event that the aforementioned is
required:

The mask will be deemed a compulsory uniform item for learners/staff for the duration of the period specified by the Head, or at

the instruction of the President of the Republic of South Africa or relevant Health Authority.

Learners / Staff failing to wear the correct mask, as authorized by C.B.C, Boksburg will be dealt with in accordance with the

relevant Code of Conduct.
2.3 BODY TEMPERATURE ANALYSIS

All persons wanting to gain access to any facility of CBC, Boksburg may, as deemed necessary by the Head -
or at the instruction of the President of South Africa or any relevant Health Authority, be required to undertake a
body temperature analysis prior to being granted access to any College facility.

e  Compulsory body temperature analysis will be conducted at all entry points to facilities of CBC Boksburg.

e  Body temperature analysis will be conducted using non-contact thermometers which
may include tympanic thermometers, infrared thermometers and/or thermal
scanners.
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24 SANITISING EQUIPMENT
All persons wanting to gain access to any facility of C.B.C, Boksburg may, as deemed necessary by the Head - or at the
instruction of the President of South Africa or any relevant Health Authority, be required to sanitize their hands using an

alcohol-based (70%) liquid as provided by the College.

In addition, learners and staff may be required to sanitize their hands upon entry/exit of all classrooms/venues.

° Learners and staff are encouraged to have their own personal pocket / 500ml sanitizers.

° Daily disinfection and cleaning of College surfaces

e  Provide water, sanitation and waste management facilities and follow environmental cleaning and decontamination

procedures
25 QUARANTINE PERIODS

e  Staff, parents / guardians, learners or any stakeholder who contract an infectious and/or communicable disease — or
who come into contact with persons infected with an infectious and/or communicable diseases, are required to inform
the College of such so that appropriate action can be taken to address the needs of the learner and to ensure the
safety and welfare of all other members of the College community.

e As deemed necessary by the Head, or at the instruction of the President of the Republic of South
Africa or relevant Health Authority, learners/staff who are infected with an infectious and/or
communicable disease — or who have been in contact with persons infected with an infectious
and/or communicable disease, may be required to quarantine from C.B.C , Boksburg for a specified
period as deemed necessary by the Headmaster - or at the instruction of the President of the
Republic of South Africa or relevant Health Authority.

e  During the above mentioned quarantine period, the pupil / parent / staff member will not be
granted access to any C.B.C, Boksburg facility.

e Learners who fall sick in the course of the day will be quarantined in the Boarding House where
stipulated guidelines on social distancing will be in effect. Parents will be contacted to pick their sick
children and must sign them out through the back entrance of the College on Heidelberg Street. This
quarantine area will be disinfected regularly.

e  The policy applying to absent learners will be implemented to ensure all work/homework
is provided for the pupil in quarantine.

2.6 SOCIAL DISTANCING

As deemed necessary by the College, or at the instruction of the President of the Republic of South Africa or
relevant Health Authority, all learners, parents and staff of C.B.C Boksburg may be required to observe social
distancing which may include, but is not limited to:
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e  Staggering the beginning and end of the College day.
e  Cancellation of Assemblies, Line Ups, Sports / Cultural events and other events that create crowded conditions.

e Learners’ desks are to be at least one metre apart.
3. HELPING LEARNERS COPE WITH STRESS

Learners may respond to stress in different ways. Pastoral Care will be accorded to the learners with concerns. Their concerns

will be listened to and time taken to comfort them and give them affection, reassure them they are safe.
4, MONITORING COLLEGE ABSENTEEISM

The College will implement College absenteeism monitoring systems to track learner and staff absence and compare against
usual absenteeism patterns in the College.

5. AGE - SPECIFIC HEALTH EDUCATION

Learners of different ages will be engaged in preventing and controlling the spread of COVID-19 through various
age specific educational activities.

6. CONFIDENTIALITY

Learners, parents and staff have a legal right to confidentiality regarding their medical details. This confidentiality
must never be breached by College personnel, except to healthcare professionals on a “need to know” basis.
College staff should be aware that if they implement standard precautions at all times there should be no need to
routinely disclose to them confidential information or sensitive diagnoses.

All learners, parents and staff have a right to be treated equally, without prejudice or discrimination.
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